BIBLE BY PERIODS

A Ralph Johnson  
	PATRIARCHAL AGE (began with creation)
	KEY CHARACTERS
	Abbreviations

	INNOCENCE (Eden)
	Adam & Eve,
	I

	ANTE-DELUVIAN PERIOD

(“Before the flood”)
	Cain, Abel, Seth 

Enoch
	A.D.P.

	POST-DELUVIAN PERIOD

(“After the flood”)
	Noah, 

Shem, Ham, Japheth
	P.D.P.

	PATRIARCHES OF ISRAEL

(“Fathers” of the twelve tribes)
	Abraham, Isaac, Ishmael Jacob (“Israel”) & Esau
	P.P.

	BONDAGE IN EGYPT

(Preparation of the nation of Israel)
	Joseph and his 11 brothers
	B.

	DELIVERANCE FROM EGYPT

(Exodus to Sinai)
	Moses & Aaron
	D.

	MOSAICAL AGE (began at Mount Sinai)
	
	

	WILDERNESS WANDERINGS

(Sinai to Palestine)
	Moses & Aaron
	W.W.

	CONQUEST OF CANAAN

(Palestine conquered)
	Joshua & Caleb

  Rahab
	C.C.

	JUDICIAL THEOCRACY
(God ruled through Judges)
	Gideon & Deborah 

Samuel
	J.T.

	UNITED KINGDOM
(3 kings, 40 years each)
	Saul, 

David, 

Solomon
	U.M.

	DIVIDED KINGDOM
(Judah and Israel)
	Jeroboam, Rehoboam 

Elijah, Elisha
	D.M.

	NORTHERN EXILE (about 721 B.C.)

(Ten northern tribes of Israel carried away by Assyrians)
	Isaiah
	I.E.

	SOUTHERN EXILE  (about 606 B.C.)
(Judah carried away for 70 years by Babylonians)
	Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel
	J.E.

	POST EXILE 

(Return of Jews to Palestine under Persia)
	Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther
Malachi 
	P.E.

	INTER-TESTAMENT PERIOD (400 years)

(Prophetic silence between the Old and New Testaments)
	Maccabees
	I.T.

	LIFE OF CHRIST
	Jesus
	L.C.

	CHRISTIAN AGE (began with Christ’s death)
	
	

	JEWISH EVANGELISM

("Good News” preached to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria)
	Peter
	J.E.

	GENTILE EVANGELISM

(“Good News” preached to all nations)
	Paul
	G.E.

	POST-APOSTOLIC PERIOD (100- 325 AD) 

(Early church “Fathers”)
	
	P.A.

	GREAT APOSTASY (325-1517 AD)
(“Falling away” and rise of the Papacy)
	Constantine 
	G.P.

	REFORMATION (1517-1800 AD)
(Protestant break with Rome)
	Martin Luther, John Calvin
	R.

	RESTORATION MOVEMENT (1800-)

(Return to apostolic pattern)
	Alexander Campbell
	R.M.

	FINAL APOSTASY (Rev. 20:7-9)

(Revival of attacks on God’s people)
	
	A.

	SECOND COMING, RESURRECTION, END OF THE EARTH
	
	

	JUDGMENT
	
	J.

	NEW HEAVENS & EARTH, or LAKE OF FIRE (Hell)
	
	H. or H.


